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1495 June 28, 1901 

of large baggage. Eight hundred and eighty-nine pieces of baggage 
were disinfected by steam. 

On June 7 the steamship Belgravia, of the Hamburg- American Line, 
bound with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected 
and passed 1,838 steerage passengers and 286 pieces of large baggage. 
Two thousand five hundred and eleven pieces of baggage were disin- 
fected by steam. 

On June 8, the steamship Trojan Prince, of the Prince Line, bound 
with passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and 
passed 706 steerage passengers and 68 pieces of large baggage. Nine 
hundred and eighty-two pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

On June 8, the steamship Patria, of the Fabre Line, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
414 steerage passengers and 62 pieces of large baggage. Six hundred 
and seventy eight pieces of baggage were disinfected by steam. 

During the week ended June 9, 1901, there were officially reported at 
Naples 162 cases of smallpox with 32 deaths, and 3 cases of typhus with 
no deaths. 

Eespect fully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Plague in Formosa. 

Yokohama, Japan, May 27, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that since the date of my letter of 
the 18th instant no quarantinable disease of importance has occurred in 
any portion of Japan proper. One or 2 cases of variola only have been 
met with, separated and in no apparent connection with each other. 

In Formosa the plague epidemic shows no signs of abatement. I am 
unable to present consecutive statistics of the same, but, on May 23, the 
governor-geueral of that island reports the new cases and deaths from 
this cause, on May 21, to have been, respectively, at Tainan, 25 cases 
and 20 deaths, and at Taihoku, 16 cases and 9 deaths. 

The sanitary authorities of this (Kanagawa) ken are engaged in 
active investigations with rtgard to articles and food stuffs regarded as 
likely to prove prejudicial to the public health, including the much- 
used enameled ware of native manufacture, an imitation of that 
imported, and which has been found to contain in many instances a 
notable proportion of lead, toys colored with poisonous pigments, and 
adulterated foods. A large quantity of aerated waters, chiefly lemon- 
ade, has been seized and destroyed. There is much room for work in 
this direction, and it is to be hoped that the present action will not 
prove spasmodic and transitory. 

Kespectlully, Stuart Eldkidge, 

Acting Assistant burgeon, D. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague among rats. 

Yokohama, Japan, May SO, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, on the 28th instant, there was 
reported rather an alarming discovery in Tokyo, the circumstances and 
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opinions concerning which, to date, are fairly represented in the sub- 
joined newspaper cutting. 

Professor Ogata, who is chiefly responsible for the identification of 
the bacilli in this investigation, ranks as one of the most competent, 
cautious, and reliable of Japanese bacteriologists. Every precaution 
within the power of the Government is being taken, both in Tokyo and 
the closely neighboring Yokohama, and, so far, there has not appeared 
a single even suspicious human case of the plague, at any time, in 
Tokyo, nor, since the date of my last report, May 27, in any portion of 
Japan proper. The epidemic continues, however, to rage in Formosa's 
affected districts, at the rate of from 30 to 50 per diem. 

Eespectfully, Stuart Eldridge. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

The plague scare in Tokyo — The authorities take strict precautions. 

[Japanese Herald, May 29, 1901.] 

As previously announced, 5 pest-infected rats have been discovered in Tokyo. This 
discovery has been effected by the faculty of the medical college of the Tokyo Imperial 
University, who, on dissecting 5 dead rats, discovered the dreaded bacilli in the blood 
taken from the rodents These rats were found in storehouses, etc., belonging to the 
university. On receiving a warning from the university, the metropolitan police 
immediately issued a notice to citizens to carry out the thorough cleaning of their 
houses, and also to capture any rats that might be found, as a precaution against the 
possible outbreak of the fearful disease. The metropolitan journals unanimously advise 
the citizens of the capital to take every possible sanitary measure, and warn them not 
to neglect to inform the authorities of any trace of the disease, so that the pest germs 
may be stamped out. When the university doctors first entertained suspicion of the 
possible existence of pest bacilli in the 5 rats, they at once carried out the necessary 
examination. As the result of this, the discovery of the pest bacilli was confirmed by 
yesterday morning. The storehouses and oth«r rooms in which the rats were discov- 
ered were quickly disinlected. The sanitary officials in the capital have decided to take 
preventive measures in order to nip the germination of the disease in the bud. The 
medical faculty of the Imperial University are greatly exercised over the discovery of 
this unpleasant fact' and consider it advisable to burn down all buildings (in the uni- 
versity compound?) in which any pest-infected rats were found. The people in the 
university hospitals have been subjected to strict medical treatment, and kitchen rooms, 
etc., have been removed elsewhere, and extraordinary precautionary measures are being 
taken. The authorities could not understand how the pest bacilli had invaded the 
university compound. If the bacilli had been discovered in station warehouses, etc., 
it could easily be understood that they had been imported from outside, but as the 
unpleasant traces were discovered in the storehouses and kitchen rooms of the university 
hospitals, it is feared that they may have been germinated in the place of their discov- 
ery. The university doctors are pursuing the necessary investigations on this point, 
which is expected to be made clear before long. The authorities have decided to 
enforce a thorough city cleaning, and it is possible that the whole ward of Hongo will 
be segregated from other parts of the capital in order to prevent the outbreak of the 
disease. Even if such a drastic measure is not taken, very elaborate sanitary precau- 
tions will be adopted in a few days. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Oiudad Juarez — Governmental aid to sanitation of seaport 

cities. 

Washington, D. C , June 12, 1.901. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for the information of the 
Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service, copy of an unnum- 
bered dispatch, dated the 28th ultimo, with its inclosure, from the 
consul of the United States at Oiudad Juarez, Mexico, in which he 



